
Carried Through the Dark
Dark Country Gospel | Key of Em

Original Dark Country Gospel – Jaxson Harlan
Suggested Key: G major
(Capo 2 for A if the vocalist prefers a brighter, higher range)

Verse 1
G
I’ve walked these back roads longer than I care to tell
C
Boots worn thin and the nights get mean as hell
G
The wind don’t ask permission when it starts to howl
D
And the weight I carry feels like it’s gonna break me now
G
I looked up once and swore the sky had turned its face
C
Left me standin’ in the middle of a God-forsaken place
G
No light, no voice, just the sound of my own breath
D
Wonderin’ if I’d finally walked myself to death
Chorus
C
But somehow I’m still standin’ when the storm has passed
G
Somehow these old bones keep movin’ through the blast
C
I thought I was alone out here beneath the black
D
Till I felt the quiet strength that held me on my back
G
Yeah… I was carried through the dark

Verse 2
G
I’ve buried good friends on the side of dusty ground
C
Watched hope dry up like rivers that don’t come around
G
Prayed until my throat went raw and still got silence back
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D
Figured maybe grace had finally lost my track
G
There were nights I cursed the road and cursed the load I bore
C
Swore if heaven had a door it must’ve locked it long before
G
Yet every time I hit my knees and couldn’t take one more
D
Something stronger than my will kept pullin’ me toward the door

Chorus
(same as above)
Bridge (slower, quieter)
Em
It wasn’t thunder, wasn’t light
C
Just a steady hand I never saw
G
Liftin’ what I couldn’t lift
D
When my own strength finally broke the law
Em
No grand reveal, no trumpet sound
C D
Just the truth that found me on the ground

Final Chorus
C
Now I know I’m still standin’ when the storm has passed
G
These worn-out bones keep movin’ through the blast
C
I thought I was alone out here beneath the black
D
But I was held the whole damn time upon His back
G
Yeah… I was carried through the dark
(softly)
G
Lord, I was carried through the dark
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Direction for the Worship Team / Band

Overall Tone & Feel
Dark Country Gospel — weathered, honest, and restrained. Think late-night back-road honesty more 
than bright Sunday-morning celebration. The song should feel like it was written by someone who has 
actually walked the long road, not by someone who only sings about it.

Tempo
Slow to mid-tempo (approx. 68–74 BPM). Let the song breathe. Do not rush the verses.
Dynamics

Verses: Sparse and intimate. Start with acoustic guitar and soft vocal only. Add light brushes or soft 
kick on the second half of each verse.

Chorus: Open up gently — full band enters, but keep it controlled. Avoid big “arena” energy. The lift 
should feel earned, not forced.

Bridge: Pull almost everything back. Soft pads or organ, quiet electric or steel guitar, very light drums 
or none at all. Let the lyric land.

Final Chorus: Build with warmth and weight, then strip back again for the last line so it ends quiet and 
sure.

Instrumentation Suggestions

Acoustic guitar (primary rhythmic and harmonic foundation)
Electric guitar or pedal steel (tasteful, mournful lines — especially in the chorus and bridge)
Soft organ or ambient pad (gospel texture without becoming churchy)
Bass – warm and supportive, not busy
Drums – brushes or light sticks; focus on heartbeat more than groove
Optional: upright bass or low cello for extra depth on the final chorus

Vocal Direction
Lead vocal should sound lived-in and slightly rough around the edges. Avoid polished perfection. 
Leave space after key lines. Background vocals (if used) should be sparse and hymn-like, entering 
mainly on the chorus and the final “Lord, I was carried through the dark.”
Key Notes for the Team

This is a story song more than a typical worship anthem. Honour the narrative.
Do not over-arrange. Space is part of the message.

The emotional center is the quiet realization of being carried — that moment should feel like a release, 
not a climax.
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