
When God Chooses the Left Hand
Jaxson Harlan – Gospel Dark Country

Key: Em
Tempo: 76 BPM
Feel: Mid-tempo narrative ballad. Dark, dusty, storytelling verses that build into strong, hopeful 
choruses. Think sparse and intimate at the start, then full and anthemic by the final chorus.

Music Direction for Worship Team
Overall Arrangement
Start sparse and close. Let the story breathe. Build gradually so the final chorus feels like a declaration. 
Keep the “dark country” grit (acoustic drive, light grit on electric, earthy drums) while allowing the 
gospel hope to rise cleanly.

Suggested Instrumentation

• Acoustic guitar (fingerpicked verses, stronger strum on choruses)
• Electric guitar (light overdrive, atmospheric swells, simple lead lines)
• Bass (warm, steady, lock with kick)
• Drums (brushes or light sticks on verses; full kit on choruses)
• Keys / Pad (subtle ambient pad under verses, gospel piano accents on choruses and bridge)
• Optional: fiddle or mandolin for country color on the outro
• Background vocals: enter on Chorus 2, stack thicker on Final Chorus

Dynamic Map

• Intro / Verse 1: Acoustic + light pad. Intimate. Almost spoken-sung feel.
• Chorus 1: Add bass and light drums. Still restrained.
• Verse 2: Full rhythm section enters. Slightly more drive.
• Chorus 2: Open up. Background vocals enter.
• Bridge: Strip back to acoustic + pad for first half, then build hard into the last two lines.
• Final Chorus: Full band, strong vocals, possible light lift in intensity.
• Outro: Drop back to acoustic and voices. End on a held Em with a soft resolve.

Vocal Notes
Lead vocal should stay raw and storytelling in the verses. Lean into the grit. Let the choruses open up 
with more conviction and space. Backgrounds can carry simple “oohs” or harmony on the title line.
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When God Chooses the Left Hand
Jaxson Harlan – Gospel Dark Country

Chord Chart & Lyrics

Intro
| Em | C | G | D |
| Em | C | G | D |

Verse 1
Em
Eighteen long years under a heavy hand
C
Tribute bleeding from the broken land
G
We cried out in the dust and the dark
D
Till the Lord raised a man with a different mark
Em
Benjamin’s son, restricted on the right
C
No shining armor, no glory in the light
G
Just a blade strapped close where no one would look
D
And a quiet fire the world overlooked

Chorus
G
When God chooses the left hand
D
The weak things shame the strong
Em
When His power meets the restricted
C
That’s where the deliverance belongs
G
He don’t need the polished or the proud
D
He takes the broken and the bound
Em
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And turns the overlooked into the one
C               D
Who brings the oppressors down

Verse 2
Em
In the cool upper room the fat king rose
C
Heard the words that sealed his final close
G
“I have a message from God for you”
D
Then the left hand moved and the truth cut through
Em
Doors locked tight, the servants delayed
C
While the trumpet called from the hills that day
G
Ten thousand fell at the Jordan’s edge
D
And the land found rest like a long-held pledge

Chorus
G
When God chooses the left hand
D
The weak things shame the strong
Em
When His power meets the restricted
C
That’s where the deliverance belongs
G
He don’t need the polished or the proud
D
He takes the broken and the bound
Em
And turns the overlooked into the one
C               D
Who brings the oppressors down
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Bridge (strip back, then build)
Am
You feel the weight of years on your back
Em
Scarred and bound on the side they attack
C
But the Lord is close to the crushed in spirit
D
He hears the cry and He still will hear it
Am
Prepare the blade, keep it close and true
Em
When the private moment opens for you
C
Don’t disqualify what the world calls less
D
Grace is sufficient in your weakness

Final Chorus (full band)
G
When God chooses the left hand
D
The weak things shame the strong
Em
When His power meets the restricted
C
That’s where the deliverance belongs
G
He don’t need the polished or the proud
D
He takes the broken and the bound
Em
And turns the overlooked into the one
C               D
Who brings the oppressors down

Outro (soft, acoustic + voices)
Em
So offer Him the hand you’ve got
C
The restricted, the scarred, the ones they forgot
G
The trumpet’s still sounding across the land
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D                Em
When God chooses the left hand
| Em | C | G | D | Em (hold) |

Quick Chord Reference (open position)

Em – 022000
C – x32010
G – 320003
D – xx0232
Am – x02210
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