When Heaven Feels Quiet

Gospel Dark Country
Jaxson R. Harlan & Jaxson Harlan Ministry

Key: G major (Capo 2 for A if preferred for vocal range)

Tempo: 74 BPM | Slow, steady, unhurried pulse

Time Signature: 4/4

Feel: Sparse, raw, intimate, and weighty. Think dusty wooden floors, late-night porch confession, and
quiet hope. Leave space. Do not rush. Let the silence between phrases breathe.

Chord Chart
Intro (instrumental — 4 bars)

|G |Em |C |D |
Verse 1

G Em
I’ve knelt in the dust with my hands full of need,

C D
Whispered Your name till my voice turned to seed.

G Em
Asked for the mountain to move with a word,

C D
But the silence grew louder than anything heard.

G Em
I’ve treated Your throne like a tool in the rain,

C D
Called when the storm hit, then walked off again.

G Em
But the blood on the cross still speaks through the dark—

C D
You hear every cry from a broken-down heart.
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Chorus

G D
When Heaven feels quiet, You’re still leanin’ in,

Em C
The prayer of the righteous still rises again.

G D
Not by my power, not by my plan,

Em C
But according to Your will, held in Your hand.

G D
So I’'ll wait in the shadow, I’ll trust through the night,

Em C
‘Cause the One who was pierced still answers the fight.

G D Em C
When Heaven feels quiet... You’re listenin’ still.

Verse 2

G Em
I’ve seen the old stories of orphans and bread,

C D
Of graves that gave way and the sick raised from dead.

G Em
I’ve read of the widow who wouldn’t let go,

C D
And the thorn that remained so Your grace could show.

G Em
I’ve clung to the promise that You draw near,

C D
To the humble who come with a honest-made fear.
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G Em
Not demandin’ the answer I wrote in the sand—

C D
Just seekin’ Your face with an open hand.

Chorus

G D
When Heaven feels quiet, You’re still leanin’ in,

Em C
The prayer of the righteous still rises again.

G D
Not by my power, not by my plan,

Em C
But according to Your will, held in Your hand.

G D
So I’ll wait in the shadow, I’1l trust through the night,

Em C
‘Cause the One who was pierced still answers the fight.

G D Em C
When Heaven feels quiet... You’re listenin’ still.

Bridge (build gently, then strip back)

Em C
I don’t need a sign in the sky every day,

G D
Just the strength to keep kneelin’ when I don’t know the way.

Em C
Teach me the heart that seeks more of You

G D
Than the gift that I’'m beggin’ for when I’m blue.
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Em C
Let the cross be my anchor, the Spirit my guide,

G D
Till the waitin’ is over and faith is supplied.

Final Chorus (fuller, then drop to sparse for last line)

G D
When Heaven feels quiet, You’re still leanin’ in,

Em C
The prayer of the righteous still rises again.

G D
Not by my power, not by my plan,

Em C
But according to Your will, held in Your hand.

G D
I’1l wait in the shadow, I'll trust through the night,

Em C
‘Cause the One who was pierced still answers the fight.

G D
When Heaven feels quiet...

Em C G
You’re listenin’... still.

Outro (instrumental fade or single acoustic guitar)

|G [Em [C [D |G |
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Worship Team Directions

Overall Tone & Feeling

This is not a big, triumphant anthem. It is a quiet, weathered confession that still holds onto hope. Play
and sing like someone who has waited a long time and still believes. The emotion should feel honest, a
little heavy, and ultimately restful. Avoid over-singing or overly polished production. Grit and space are
your friends.

Instrumentation Suggestions

Lead: Fingerpicked or lightly strummed acoustic guitar (main foundation).

Secondary: Sparse electric guitar with reverb and light delay (swells on the chorus and bridge,
never busy).

Optional: Light upright bass or soft electric bass holding the root.

Keys/Pad: Very subtle warm pad or Rhodes under the chorus and bridge only.

Percussion: Minimal. Soft brushes on snare or a simple kick on beats 2 and 4 if needed. Can
stay completely free of drums for the most intimate feel.

Steel guitar or subtle lap steel (highly recommended for the dark-country texture) — long,
mournful notes, especially on the last line of the chorus and throughout the bridge.

Dynamics

Verses: Soft and intimate. Almost conversational.

Chorus: Lift gently — still restrained, never explosive.

Bridge: Build slowly in intensity, then drop back to near silence before the final chorus.
Final Chorus: Fuller than previous choruses, then strip almost everything away for the last
“You’re listenin’... still.” Leave that line nearly a cappella or with only acoustic guitar.

Vocal Approach

Deliver the verses with a low, honest, slightly weathered tone. Let the words feel spoken as much as
sung. In the chorus, open up just enough to carry the weight of the promise without forcing it. On the
final “You’re listenin’... still,” pull back and sing it like a quiet realization rather than a declaration.
Emotion over volume.

Arrangement Notes

Keep the arrangement sparse overall.

Allow natural space between lines — do not fill every gap.
The silence in the song is part of the message. Honour it.
If adding harmony, keep it simple and low (thirds or fifths under the melody in the chorus only).

This chart and these directions should allow the team to recreate the intended Gospel Dark Country
atmosphere accurately: raw, hopeful, and deeply rooted in the quiet confidence that God still hears.
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